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NUMBER XXIV,

PARISH oFr KIRKMICHAEL,

(PrEssyTerY oF Dunkern, County oF PerTH, Synon

of PERTH AND STIRLING,)

By the Rev. MR ALLAN SrEWART,

Name and Situation.

Tms parifh derives its name, like fome others in Scotland,
from the church having been dedicated to St Michael. Itis
bounded by the parithes of Logierait and Mouline on the
Weft; of Braemar and Crathy on the North ; of Glenills
and Alyth on the Eaft 3 and of Blairgowrie, Kinloch, Cluny,
and Caputh, on the South, It comprehends the greater part
of Strathardle, the whole of Glenfhee, and a diftriét lying at
the lower extremity of that glen, on the Welt fide of the ri-
river, called Black-water, which pives name to the county
through which it paffes. Strathardle is about 10 miles long,
and from 1 to 2 miles broad, and includes part of the parifhes

of Mouline, Kirtkmichacl, Blairgowrie, Bendochy and Kinloch.
Glenthee
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Glsmthee is about 7 miles long, and lefs than a mile broad:
At the head of this glen are two {maller ones, narrow, and a-
bout 3 miles long. The diftri€t bordering on the Black-wa-
tery 15 of a form nearly circular, meafuring fomewhat more
than 2 miles in diameter. Though this parifh is pretty ex-<
tenflive, theve is no part of it detached. Its figure does not
vary much from a parallelogram, being 19 miles long from
North to South ; and from 6 to 7 .miles broad.

Etym-logics.—According to tradition, Strathardle wag an-
ciently called in Gaelic, Srath na muice brice ; 2he frath of
the fpotted awild fow ; which name it is {aid to have retained
till the time of the Danifh invafions, when, in a battle fought
between the Danes and the Caledonians, at the head of the
country, a chief, named Ard-fhuil, bigh, or noble blocd, was
killed, whofe grave is fhown at this day. ¥From him the coun-
try got the name of Srath Ard-fhuil, Strathardle, In tracing
the origin of the name of Glenfhee, the following conjetture
is offered. It appears to have been the praltice among the
Druids, to hold aflizes in the moft convenient part of the
country, to decide differences and adminifter jultice®. The
perfons who exercifed this office were called Sith-dhaoine, or
Sithichean, peace-makers. A round hill, at the head of the
glen, called Sith-dhun, the bill of peace, may have been one of
the places for holding thefe courts of juftice ; and hence the
whole glen may have got its name. Another conjeCture is,
that Sith dhun may have been the place of concluding and
ratifying a peace, between two contending tribes or clans.

Hills, Locks, t2'c.—A hill at the head of Glenihee, called
Beinn-Ghulbhuinn, iz diftinguifhed by having been the fcene
of

i 8:e Cxf Bell. Gall. lib. & cap. 23.
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508 Statiftical Account

of a hunting which proved fatal to Diarmid, one of the Fin.
galian herocs. Here are fhown the den of the wild boar
that was hunted, a fpring called Tobar nam Fiann, 2he fountamn
of the Fingalians 3 a {mall lake, called Loch an Tuire, the boar's
loch ; allo Diarmid’s grave, where he was buried by his com.

vades*¥. The higheft hull in the country is Mount Blair,
which

* The eminence where Diarmid was buried, is called Tulach Diarmid,

Triarmid's Hill, whence the late proprictor of the ground was called, Fear Tu-
The flory teld of Darmid's death

laich Diarmid, laird of Diarmed’s Hill
The

is this : Diarmid and another of the Fingalians, were rivals in love.
lady, who was the object of themwr paflion, gave the preference to Drarmud,
‘Fhe rival, who withed for fome means of taking Diarmmd off, propofled to
the Fingzalians to (et 3 day for huntung a wild boar, which had often annoy-
ed them, hoping that Diarmid’s forwardnefs in the chace would expole him
to defiro&ion. Diarmid was warned by his nultrels, that fome evil was in.
tended him ; that the hunting was a pretexr, and that he ought to avoid it.

He gallantly an{wered, that nothing could prevail with him to decline any
The hunting took place. The

any enterprize in which his fellows engaged.,
His rival, cx-

boar was killed by Diarmid's {pear, and himf{clf efcaped fafe.
prefling his aftonithment at the fize of the boar, propofed to Diarmid to mea-
fore the length of its back with his foot, expeding that Diarmud would be
wounded by the venomous briflles on the boar’s back. Diarmud mealured
along the back from the head to the tail, and ftill remaincd unhuie, His ad-
verfary, difappmnted, requcfled bim to mezfure the boar’s back agamn, pro-

ceeding in the contrary dirc@®ion. Diarmid fcorned to dechne the tafk. The

confequence was what his rival withed. The wounds he reccived from the

boar's briftles, proved mortat.

Dr Smith, zuthor of Gaehie Antiquitics, in a note to the Gaclic edition of
the poem on Diarnd’s death, mentions a tradition that 1Diarmid was vuloe-
rable jonly in the fole of the foot, and fuggefts that this circumftance is pro-

bably a B&ion of late invention, as he has reafon to believe that the oldeft and

pureft editions of the poem, make no mention of it. If fo, there feems to be

a {iriking fimilarity between the ftory of Diarmid and that of Achilles. The
circumfitance of Achilles being vuluerable only in the te:l, is no where hint-

ed by Homer, and mutt, therelore, a5 in the ftory of Diarmid, be the invens
LR
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of Kirkmichael, 530

which divides this parith from Glenifla. 'The only lochs of
note, are Loch Shefbernich, and Loch nan eun, {ituated pretty
high among the hills. Thefe abound in excellent trout.
There are one or two medicinal {prings, which are believed
to be of an antfcorbutic quality.

-

Climate,

uon of fome later fabulift. In both cafes, the circumfllance tended te
kffen the reputation of thofe heroes for military prowefs.

Dr Smith places the fcene of Diarmid’s death in a part of the Welt High-
lands, on the authority of the tradinion of the country, and of che names of
l.-[.\u:s pre ferved in a heavolul Gaelic pocn, which narrates the ﬂury af Dar-
nid’s death. The opimen of aits having happened in Glenthee, refts precifely
on the fame kind of evidence; befides the tradition of this country, there is a
Gaclic poem cxtant, which relates the fate of Diarmul, with the fame cir-
cumftances as thofe mentioned in the peem publifhed by Dr Smith, and which
eaprelsly affirms the hunting re have been in cthe hills of Glenfhee. If the
merit of the poetry were to determune the degree of credit due te the bhard,
a5 an hillorian, there is no doubt that the poem in Dr 3mith%s colledon,
mufl be acknowledged the moft anthentic.  But if this be reckoned an equi=
viuul teft of authenticity, it does not well appedr how the two difcordant nara
ratives can be reconciled, nor how the credit due to cither of them abave the
vther, may be afcertained. From fuch a defcrepance between che diffirent
accounts of the fame events, a feeptical enquirer mught be led, perhaps, to
queltion the authenticity oi both, and pronounce the whole a meic fiction,
Soch an inference, however, may well be judged rath and unfounded. The
exillence of vartous traditions, refpeéling the fame ftory, is a proof chat it was
once generally believed in many parts of the country., Their agrecing in
many {triking particulars, isat leaft a firong prefumprion that thefe particy-
late were true 3 thar difagreeing in other particulars, only fhows that the
{ifts were obfeured by the diftance of time at which they happened, Mlany
tities claimed cthe honour of giving hirth to Homer, and fupported their re-
fpe@tive claims by various arguments and allegations, Though their claines
were inconfiltent, and their allegations contradidtory, nobody ever thoughe
of mfcrring theuce, that Homer never lived, or had no birth-place, but only
that the place of his birth, from the length of time Guce it happened, was bo-

tome uncertain, .
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510 Statiftical Account

Cliwate, Soil, Crop.~—The country being more elevated
than Athole, on the one hand, and Marr on the other, and
being in general open and unfheltered, the climate is colder
than in either of thefe diftrifts, and more expofed to the fe-
venty of a cold or ftormy feafon. During nine months of the
year, frolls are frequent, and fometimes fatal to the fruits of
the carth. In 1791 and 1792, the crops {uffered extremely
from fevere frofts, in the beginning of Autumn. The air,
however, is pure and favourable to health and longevity. It
ia not uncommon to fee men purfuing their ordinary ocecu-
pations at 86 or 90 years of age. Within thefe few vears, a
woman died in the parith upwards of 100 years old. Chro-
nical diftempers are rare. The {mall pox has been often fa-
tal.  Inoculation, though not unknown, is far from being ge-
rally practifed.

The foil on the banks of the Ardle, is thin and dry, having
2 fandy bottom, and yiclds in general light crops. In the
higher grounds, it is wet and (pungy, unfriendly to vegeta-
tion, except in dry warm feafons, when it yields a pretty good
crop. The fame deicription applies to the foil of Glenthee,
and of the Black-water difiriél,

‘The produce of the ground is {cldom fufficient to fupply
the inhabitants. The culture of potatoes is of the greatelt
utility, as it is commonly the moft produtive crop. The
kinds of grain genetally fown are Chefhire bear, the com-
mon white oats, and a kind called barley ocats. Flax, and
peale, alfo, are grown, but in no great quantities, as the fol
or climate is unfavourable tothem. Field turnips have been
fately introduced, and an{wer well, of which the tenants ap-
pear to be fenfible. Some grafs feeds have been fown; but
as the feafon for vegetation is fhort, the farmer can feldom
cut down more than one full grown crop of grafs. Sheep

being allowed to pafture at large in the fields all the time the
corns
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corns are off the ground, is a circum{tance very unfavourable
to the culture of fown grafs, which has not as yet been reme-
died. QOats are fown in April; potatoes are planted 5 lint-
feed and beary with grafs-feeds, fown in May; turnips in
June. Harveft feldom begins fooner than September. It is
commonly the middle, or about the end of Odlober, and
fometimes the middle of November, before it is all gathered
in. The greawer part of the parifh is better adapted for paf-
turage than for tillage ; and {fome of the proprietors are accor-
dingly laying feveral of their farme under fheep.

Population, Rental, t&c.—In 17555, the number of fouls
was ratcd at 268¢. The population of the parifh has decreaf-
ed much within thefe 20 years, and continuing to decreafe,
on account of confiderable tracts of land being converted into
Mheep farms, and the inhabitants forced to migrate to other
countrivs.§ The number of fouls in the parifh is about 22cc.
The number of males is to that of femoles, as 44 15 to go.

The

§ TFew more interefting objcfls can engare the attention of a humane,
patriotic, and enlighteoed Statefman, than the queftion, Whether the encreale
of population in tewns, be a full compenfation for its dinunutien in the coun-
try. la the ffrenpth and friurily of ihe Stair augmented ¥ Is the acquifition of
more numbers, and of wealth, an equivalent for the depravation of morals,
and the decay of public {piric 2 Is the fuw of bappings in the body of the
people encreafed ! Isa town life as favourable as a country hfe, to the cul-
tere of religious affc Ctions, and of the focial virtues? 1f not, whether is the
greater degree of happinels found among a people wvirtuous and religious,
thnugh wanting many temporal convenicnces and accomunodations § or among
a people lefs wirtuous and religions, bat poilefled of better acoommedations }
If the cormtry fhould be depopuinted, 1s it ealy to re-place its inhabitants :
g 15 ot true that

« A bold peafantry, their country's pride,
¢ When once deftroyed, can never be fupplied

GoLpsMITE.
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512 Statiftical Account

The average of yearly births for the laft 8 years, is 50, and
of marriages 15. No regifter has been kept of the burials,
Many who do not refide in the parifh, have their burial plac.
¢$ within it ; and many who do, bury elfewhere. The valu.
ed rent of the patith is 4102l 133. 4d.Scots. ‘The real rent
may amount nearly to 3000}, Sterling. The rent of lands
varies according to the quality of the {foil and the circumftan-
ces of the farm. Lands that have the privilege of 2 pgood
hii} pafture annexed to them, pay from 20 to 45 fhllings Ster-
ling of rent per acre of arable. Lands that want this privi-
lege, if not inclofed, pay from 12 to 16 fhillings per acre: if
mclofed, about 20 fhillings.

State of Property.—There are 12 proprietors who do not
velide in the parifh; 24 {maller proprietors, moft of whom
refide in it conflantly, and farm a part of their own property;
and & other fmaller proprictors, called portioners, from their
poflefling but {mall portions of land, which they farm entire-
Iy themfelves. The number of farmers in the parifh is 226.
Of thefe, 19 are heritors. A plough-gate, or, as it is called
here, a plough of land, contains only from 7 to 8 acres of a-
rable land, exclufive of hill pafture. There are about 200
fuch plough-gates in tillage, and above 40 wholly in paftur-
age. About a plough-gate of cultivated land there are of-
ten two tenants or families, who poffefs the hill pafture be-
longing to the farm in common, but have each their refpec-
tive fhares of the arable land, and infield pafture, diftinéh
The ploughs are generally drawn by four {mall horfes yoked
a-breaft. Where the ground is level and tractable, and the
farmer in eafy circumftances, the plough is often drawn by
three, ot fometimes by two horfes. Many of the tenants fub-

{et {mall portions of their pofleflions, fuch as a garden, or
perhaps
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perhaps a Tmall croft to cottagers, or cottars, as they are call-
ed. Some of thefe are handy-craftfmen, who fubfift by their
trade ; others are common labourers, who hire themfelves
out for day’s wages in the country. The number of tradef-
men is as follows : 1o fquare wrights : 4 wheel wrights; ¢
fmiths ; 4 fhoemakers; 14 fhop-keepers; 14 taylors; 40
weavers, including apprentices. Some of thefe have other
eccupations befides their trade.

Wages.—The wages are regulated according to the na-
ture of the work, and the time of the year in which it1s per-
formed. A day-labourer, from the beginning of March till
harveft, gets 8d. per day, befides victuals 5 a hay or corn-cut-
ter 15, ; a taylor 6d. ; a lint-drefler 8d.; a wright 15. Wo-
men hired for fpinning, get 2d. or 3d., according to their
merit. Men f{ervants, engaged for a year, get about 6l 3
and women from 21. 10s. to 3l. Sterling.

Live Stock—Moft of the tenants depend on the fale of cat-
tle, for the payment of their rents. The number of {heep
is about gooco. More than a third of thele are of the black
and. white faced kind, fomewhat large in the body, and
rough in the wool. The reft arc of the common Scotch kind,
{maller in Gze than the former, but very hardy. A foew of
the Cheviot breed have lately been introduced. The black
cattle are of the fmall Highland kind. They feed remarkas
bly well, and, when properly fed on grals, they prave excel-
lent beef.  Tew of them, when fed, excesd in weight 20
ftancs of beef. Thetr number is about 2000. Few horfes
are kept, except ‘what atre barely fufficient for cultivating the
ground. They are computed at about 8co. There are alfo
fome parcels of fwine, and a few goats.

VoL, XV, 3 1*) Fairs,
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314 Statiftical Account

Fairs.—There are three annual fairs held within the pas
rilh ; one at Kikmichael, cailed the Michaelmas market,
and two at the {pittal of Glenthee. The former is of long
ftanding. It probably took its nife from the concourfe of
people who afiembled on the day facred to 5t Michoel, at a
place confecrated to his memory and worflup- From com-
ing together, for the purpofes of devotion, they learned to
continue togcther, for the fake of tranfucting fecular affairs,
till, by degrees, this laft object became the chief reafon, and
at length the only reafon of their aflembling.  Michaclmas
came to be a term for fettling accompts, and other money
tranfadtions, over all Scotland. Half a century ago, this
fair was onc of the principal cattle markets in the kingdom,
and continucd 3 or 4 days, or rather a2 week together. Of
late years, it has been much lefs crowded. There 1s a week-
ly masket held at Kirkmichael on Iridays, whither the peo-
ple of the neighbourhood repair, to {fell what yarn they may
have {pun dering the week, and to buy their weckly {upply
of tobacco, finufl, lamp oil, and other groceries, Shoemakers
from Atl.ele, difpofe of a great many fhoes alfo, at this mar-
ket. It has been remarked, andd perhaps with roo much rea-
i’un, that this mark2t gives encouragement to idlenefs, and
imprudent, not to foy immoral Induigences, by furnifhing 4
pretence for {r (jacnt vifits to the villngc. Appuit‘ltrm’:nt:‘-
for pavyirg triliing debts, are cunmmnly made at ET*.iE market.
I he ciechitor and debior meet. Thf:}r adjourn to the public
houfe.  After each has drunk his pot, the debtor finds he is
not able to pay his debt.  He craved'a week’s delay.  The
creditor eatly sgrecs to {o fhort a term. The appointment
is rencwed, amd the fame {ceae repeated, perhaps many times,
before the debt is paid-  Thus both time and e sy are need-

lefsly fpent, and a habit of idlenefs and of tipling contracted.
j't{ﬁ ';.5'
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Fuel, &c~The fuel generally ufed is peat and turf, Lime
’ B ¥ P

(tene is plenty, and ufed for manure in ditierent pares of the
parith 3 but lefs than would otherwile be the afe, from the
expence of procuring peat to burn it MNo music has been
found, except lately in one place. It is referved by the pro-

I Y ¥ : P

prictoy for his own uwic. There are 7 heenoud seranlers ot

{piritucus liquors. INo licenced duititlers.

Readi~The military road from Coupar-Angus to Faug
George, patles along the Black Water and througl: Glenihieo,
It is kept in repair clucily by the ftatute labours of the coun-
try. A country road along the courfs of the Arvdle s kept
in pretty good repair, in the fame manner,

Lecdifinfical Statey Drery So.-—The church was built in

1792, It is fimlbed In 4 refpedtabile fiyle, and fuibiciently
large and commedions for the diftri€t of country in which it
ftands. It coft about 3721, Sterlirg, vxclufive of cariiage, of
lime, timber, &c. In Glenfhee is a chapel, where divine fer-
vice is performed by the minier of the panih, once in four
or five weeks., The glebe confifis of four acres of arable
sand, of indifferent {oil, and a fleep fand bank for paflure.
‘The ftipend is 1coo merks Scots, or g5l 1a1s. 13, Sterling,
James Farquharfon of Invercauld, Eig; is patron. The funds
for fupporting the puor, confiflt of a capital of 17cl. Sterling,
under the management of the kirk-feflion, the weekly collec-
ticns made at church and eccalional finnes.  "The annual a-
mount of the contributions is at an average 13l Sterling.
The number of poor who receive regular fupplies from the
funds, is 14. It is to be regreted that the funds are too fmall
to fupply the neceflities of the peor, without allowing fuch
as arc able to go about 1o beg. Such as confine themfelves
within the bounds of the parith recgive o:calonal fupplies

1 "

Su -'!..TH"J'.-—F
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510 Statiftical Account

Sehools.~1In the parochial fchoal are taught Englifh, Latin,
writing, and arithmetic. The {choolmafter’s falary is 20e
merks Scots.  There is one clarity {chool in Glenfhee, en-
dowed with a ycarly falary by the Socicty in Scotland for pro-
ing Chriibian Knowledge, At particulur times of the year,
efpecially in winter, forne perfons voluntarily aflume the of-
fice of {choolmafters in the remoter parts of the parifth, and

teach reading of Englith and wrting,

Language.~The prevailing language in the parifh is the
Gaelie. A dialect of the ancient Scutch, alfo, is underitood,
and currentiy {poken. Theie two, by a barbarous intermix-
ture, mutualiy corrupt each otiier. All the names of places

are Gaelic.

Antiquitics and Crrisfities.—1In the middle of 2 pretty cxten-
five and elevated heathy moor, flands a large heap of flones,
or cairm, ¢o yards in circumfercnce, and about 25 feet
height. The {lones of which it is compofed are of various
fizes, but noue of them, as far as they are vilible, large 5 and
appear to have becn thrown lﬂg*:tl-lt:r witbout order.  They
are in a good meafure covered with mofs, and 13 fome Dl is
overgrown with weads.  This circumitance argues the great
antiquity of the cairn; for the cireumjacent ground being
covered with heath, and of a firm inould, a long time muit
have clapfed, before fo much earth or dult could have been
colle€ted Ly the wind, and ledged among the {tones, asto
form foil for the nourifhment of plants. Round this caim
are fcattered, at different diftances, a great number of final-
Jer cairns.  They are generally found in groups of eight or
ten together. They are all covered more or lefs with mofs
or heath. About a furlong to the wefltward of the great

cairn are the veftiges, quite diflinél, of two concentric circu-
lax
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Iar fences of {tone, the outer circle being about go feet, and
the inner 32 feet in diameter. There are alfo the veftiges
of fix, perhaps more, fingle circular inclofures of ftone, from
32 ta 36 feet in diameter, lying at diffeiene diltances in the
neirhbourhood of the cuirn.  T'wo parallel ftone fences ex-
tend from the calt fide of the cairn, nearly in a ftraight line,
to the fouthward, upwards of (oo yards. “Thefe fences are
bounded at both extremities by fmall cairns, and feem to
form an avenue or approach to the preat cairn of 32 feet in
breadth., "There can be Jittle doubt that wll thele are re-
liques of Druidifmi; that the ‘grear enirn 15 one of thofe at
which they celebrated their felomn feftwals in the beginning
of fummer uand the beginning of winter,* when they offer-
ed facrilines, adminiitered juitice, &c.y and that the circles
and lefler catrns, muft Lave been the {Cznes of {ome other
rcliginus 1.tes, of which the rmemory ana haowledge are now
loft.  Siomlar cairns are to be {ren o thie neighbouring pa-
nilies, and in difforone parts of the Highlands s bue this pa-
rith has to boaft of 2 mame unecemmon and remarkaible mo-
nument of Druidical fuperilinion,

About 2 mile N. E. from ths ahove mentioned frreat
cairn, on a flat-topped eminence, furroundc.! at feme difltance
with rocky hills of confiderable hewght, and fteen afcent,
ftands one of thofe racking ftones which the Druids are faid
to have a.-;mlﬂn:ee:d as a hind of ordeal for t-h,:tcﬂiug guilt in

doubtiul

* See Smith's Gaclic Antiquities, page 371, ; alfo Stanfical Account, Vel, X1,
page 621, The practice of lighting bonfires on the firlt night of wineer, ac-
companied with various ceremonies, ftsli prevails in this arnd the neghbour-
ing Illj!;hl.lml pnrﬂhgg, The cuflom, tog, of mn'l:ing a fire i the ﬁtid!} bik=
j.n:gr P .;.._-.;-,j.};.: rated cake, &c. on the 1t of May, 15 nog quite worn cut.
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518 Statiftical dccount

doubtful cafes. + This ftone is placed on the plain furface
of arock level with the ground. Its fhape is quadranguiar
approaching to the figure of a rhombus, of which the great-
er diagenai 1s 7 feet, and the leffer g feet.  Its mean thick-
ncfs is about 2+ feet.  Its folid contents will therefore be
about g1,0745 cubical fect. As it of very hard and fulid
whinftone, its weigin, reckoning the cubical foot at 8 {tones
3 poutdds,t may be rechoncd to be 418 ftone 5 pounds, or
within 30 pounds of 3 tons, It touches the rock on which
it 1efts only in one line, which is in the (ame plane with the
leifer diagonal, and its lower furface is convex toward the
extremities of the greater dieginal. Dy prefling down -
sher of the extreme cornets, and withdrawing the preflure,
alternately, a rocking motion is produced, which may be en-

creafed

+ The creed of the Celts refpeéling thefe rockiag or jndgment flones
wi il exprefled by Nr Maion.

wehoeld yon huge

And uidicwn [phere of living adamant,

A4 Lich, poud by magic, refts its central weigne
(in yonder pomted rock ; bGrm a4t [eems,

Sudds is ifs flrange and virtuous property,

1t moves oblequicus to the gentlefl touch

OF him whofe breatt 1a pure; bat to a trator
Tho' even a giant's prowels nerv'd his arm

1t flands as fix’d 43 Soowdon. CARACT ACUM
[ -

¥t is fuppofed, with much appearance of reafen, that this orc leal, though
i appearcd in the cyes of the vulgar to be sn appeal to the judgment of the
Supreme Being, was in faé fubfervient to the defigns of the Draidical prieits
who condued 1t ; and that by fome expedient, they contrived to make the
ifTue of the trial correfpond either o the judgment winch they bad previoul-
by formed of the cafe, or to their.defigns regarding the culprit.

$ A flone of the fame quzlity with the rocking ftene, was gauged ané
weighied, and fuund to weigh at the rate of  flone, 3 Lib. the cubic {owt.
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creafed fo much, that the diftance between their lowelt de-
preflion and higheft elevation is a full foot. When the pref-
fure is wholly withdrawn, the {tone will continue to rock,
uil it has made 26 or more vibrations from one fide to the
other, before it fcttles in its natural horizontal pofition.
Both the lower ide of the ftone, and the furface of the rock
on which it refts, appear to be worn and roughened by mu-
tual friction. There is every rcafon to fuppofc, from the
form and relative ftuation of the furrounding grounds, that
this (tone mufl have been placed in its prefent pofition by the
libour of men. It will hardly be thought, therefore, an ex-
travagant degree of credulity, to refer its origin to the fume
period with thole other tribunals of a fimilar conftru&ion,
mantioned by writers who have treated of the cultoms of the
ancient Celts, This opinion is however the more confirm-
ed, from finding, in the neighbourhood of this ftone, a con-
fiderable number of other Druidical relics. On the north
fide of the ftone, at the difltance of Go yards, on a fmall emi-
nence, are 2z concentric circles, fimilar to that already de-
feribed, and a finle circle adjoining to them on the eaft
fide. Bevond this, at 37 yards dulance, on another {mall
ennnenee, is another pir of conecentiic circles, with a
fingle one adjoining to thein on the caft fule.  Bevond
thefe, at 43 yards diftance, iz a third pair of concentric
circles, with their adjacent civdde on the call fide. TFuar-
ther on to the novth eafl, at the diflawee of go vards, is a
finzle cirele, and Lefile it on the wift fide, two re@angular
enclofures of 37 fvet Dy 125 alio a cairn 23 or 24 yards in
tizeemference, wnd about 12 fot high ia e centre. Several
fonall cairns are feattered in the nochbourbeod 1 120 yards
well from the recking fione is a pair of congentric circles,
with a fmall fingle circle befide them of 7 fiet in diameter,
All the pairs of concentric civcles are of the fame dimenfons,

the
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522 Statiftical Account

the inner one being about 32 feet, and the outer about -
or 46 feet in diameter; and all of them have a breach or
door-way four or five feet wide on the {outh fide., ‘The fin-
gle circles are, in general, from 32 to 36 fect in diameter,
and have no breach. The veftiges of 21l thofe ftructures are
perfectly diftindt, and many of the {tones flill retain the c-
vect pofiure in which all of them had probably been placed
at firft. Cairns and circles fimilar to thefe defcribed are to
be feen in other hills of this parith, particularly between
Strathardle and Glenderby. The elevated fituation and cold
expofure in which thefe ruins ly, have preferved them from
being ever difturbed by the plough, which has effaced, and
probably deftroyed ruins of the fame kind in other places.
There are likewife feveral tall ereft ftones, called here in
Gaelic, Crom-leaca, or Clach-thleuchda, flones of avorfisp.
Some of thefe are ¢ and fome 6 feet above the ground, and
may be funk a confiderable way under the furface, from ther
remaining {o long in the fame pofition; for a {uperftitious
regard 15 paid them by the people, none venturing to remove
them, though fome of them are fituated in the middle of com

ficlde. ‘

Manners and f.':fﬂmu.—The peopie are humane and hol-
pitabie to ftrangers, of 2 fpirit fomewhat independent, but a-
verfe from a military life.  The gieate(l fault in their gene-
ral charadter 15, that they are too much difpeicd to litigation,
for which they are noted by their neighbours. Three {le-
rifl-ofhcers, and a conftable, refiding within the pariib, find
abundance of employment. They are rather inclined zib
to be jealous of each other, and feem at times more anzious
to repel encroachments, than to improve their own poficl-
fions. 'The younger part of the pecple are thowy in thar

drefs, but frugal in their diet.  Shooting matchces, and rural
h;l”iy
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balls, are frequent at the holv feafon. Foot ball is a com.
mon amulement with the fchool boys, who alfo preferve the
cuftom of cock-fighting on Shrove Tuefday. All the pfnplé
are of the cftablifhed religion, except one or two families of
papiits in Glenfhee.

Difadvantages.—The parifh is divided from all the neigh-
bouring diftricts by hills, moft of them feveral miles broad.
It iy feparated from the market towns, and from the Stor-
menth, {whence it is fupplied with meal and corn and other
neceflary articles) by a hill, though not high, of very fteep
alcent on both fides. This proves a great bar in the way of
carriage. The intercourfe of the people with each other, is
m fome meafure difficult and dangerous ; as over the rapid
river which runs through Strathardle, there 1s no proper
bridge from the one end ot it to the other. There was for-
merly a bridge of three arches at the village of Kirkmichael
hut two of the arches fell about 40 years ago, and have nc-
ver fince been re-built: and the only fubftitute for thefe ar-
ches, is long planks Lid acrofs the river, fupported by the
remaining pillars of the old bridge.

A kind of bar, called a keith, laid acrofs the river at Blair-
gowrie, by thofe who are concerncd in the falmeon fithery
there, cffeétually prevents the falmon from coming up the
rivers of Ardle and Shee. This is a grievance which the
people think themfelves jultly entitled to complain of
_ The tenants in diffirent parts of the pari(h ftill perform
fome fervices to their landlSeds, fuch as day’s work in hay
time and harvelt, or at fuel.

Few of the tenants enjoy Icafes of their farms. Holding
their fmall poffeflions by a (hort and uncertain tenure, they
are kept continually in a {late of abje€t dependance on their
landlords. It muft be manifeflt to every obferver, that the

Ver. XV, 3 X fituation
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fituation in which the peafantry are thus retained, has z
ftrong tendency to reprefs the exertions of induftry ; to ex-
tinguith the ardour of patriotifm, that attachment to his na.
tive foil, which glows {pontanecoufly with fuch warmth in
the breaft of a Highlander ; to quench the fpirit of freedom
and independence, and
* Freeze the genial current of the foul.”

Is it that the landlords are apprehenfive of deriving no bene.
fit to themfelves from granting leafes; or of their tenants
not having money or fkill, or induftry, for making improve-
ments? Or, isit, that the tenants are unwilling to bind
themfelves for a2 number of years, to modes of cultivation,
with which they are little acquainted? Or is it, that men,
on whom wealth and power have conferred one kind of {u-
periority, find, in the exercife of that fuperiority, and in re-
ceiving that fervile dependence of their inferiors, a gratifica-
tion which they cannot be perfuaded to relinquifh?

NUMBER
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