Finegand, sixteen miles from Blairgowrie, cannol have been
an easy house to manage, particularly as it was widely known for
its Highland hospitality, The head of the house, if he met 2
gentleman walking on the high road, would think nothing of
invitin:hhnmmhfotlmenl.andﬂlevisllot.iﬂcptmdlo
hpodmy-ny.mlghlheptssedmxp:ndnfewdaya. The
wriler of this narrative has in his possession several books which
suehmlguu&hdmn(lnlnlwddnirwwhﬁmdthe
Kindness and hospitality they had enjoyed. One of these tokens
which 1 have found most casily available is Macaulay's History in
four beautifully bound volumes, and is inscribed “'Presented (0
William Shaw, Esq., by Russell Drummond as a mark of respect
for the kindness he received during his stay at Finegand. (Dated)
24th October, 1858." Mr. Drummond was probably a Liberal or
nWhi..whileMr.ShwmnﬂrongToty.mdhndmy.gl
admiration for Macaulay as an historian, but thought he might
have rivalled Scott as a writer of historical novels. Macadlay was
reputed to be a relative of the Macaulay, the only highland man
who wished 10 carn the £30,000 sterling reward offered for Prince
Charlic dead or alive. This reputation would not predispose the
mcipiemwmuntbemmciuwhkhheromdinm;ﬂl.
Probably the donor had long arguments with his host during his
short stay.

Mr. Shwwumyywmlulhflmmmdulmﬁmed
his death had all his hair and teeth. There was & fire at Finegand

in 1878, and fighting the fire, he overtaxed his strength, which

bfougiuonlheillnmfmwhichhedbd. There was a recofd
snowstorm at the time of his death, and the roads were blocked.
At that time there were high stone dykes on both sides of the road,
mumthemdsmnommopemd.cmmeymmin
blocked by the drifting snow. To make the funeral possible at
the kirkyard at the Spittal, the men of the Glen turned out in foree,
but even then it was ofien necessary (o leave the road and cut
across the fields. A brothersin-law. the late Rev. Ralph Colly

was in poor health and had 1o leave the glen in November 10
spend the winter in ‘Torquay, the Iske of Wight, or in the south of
France, He dicd at Fincgand in May, 1886, and left all the livle
moncy he had to his Fincgand ncphews and nicces,

All the children reached maturity, and three are still alive,
James Robertson Shaw, aged over 86, Elspeth Grace Shaw or
Black, and William Thomas Shaw, in his cighticth ycar, who writes
this account of his parents and life at Finegand.

In conclusion, | am sure that all the members of the family,
whether dead or alive, would agree with me that any success they
have achicved is greatly due 1o our brave, devoted mother, who,
by her wonderful work and example, has lefl us treasured
memories that we would wish our descendants 10 cherish and
respect throughout their lives.

She died at Liteton, Inchture, on 9th May, 1919, and is buried
in the Spittal of Glenshee kirkyard.

In 1895 the Shaws werc evicied from Fincgand by the then
proprictor Alexander Mackenzic Smith, This was probably the
very best thing that could have happened, and the family owe a
debt of gratitude to that English gentl It is interesting to
know that for six months the house and farm stood vacanl, as no
tenant could be found to give anything approaching the rent that
the Shaws had been paying. The place was ultimately let at &
rent forty per cent below what the Shaws were paying

Writien in haste by W. T. Shaw at
Dalmunzic House Hotel, 45th July, 1958.

Smith of Lindsaylands, Biggar, said that he had never attended
Hummlundermhdiﬂwkiuorinmwm

Mr. Shaw was a J.P. for the County of Perth, and took an
nelive part in public allairs. He had often spoken o wo brothers
of the name of Downie, who lived in Glenshee. One died at the
age of 104, and the other at 106. Both had fought for Prince
Charlic at Culloden in 1746. He also remembered the news
coming of the British vietory at Waterloo in 1815, and how in his
youth, the children were kept in order by being told that unless they
behaved “Boney™ would get them. Just before his death, a fifth
eon was bomn, and the father, a keen Tory, intended to have the
child christened Benjamin Disracli Shaw, but as no more sons
could be expected, the son was called after his father, William
Thomas Shaw, The son arrived exactly a week before the death
of the father, and the father was just able, propped up in bed.
to hold up the baby (o be baptised.

Mr. Shaw seemed to have taken little thought for the morrow,
and his widow said that he never worried about provision for his
widow and seven young children wntil he was on his death bed.
Mw-lwuylplemyo(podmhoduﬁwnd.
Family worship was held every night and a maid brought in with
herakcnleolboilin(mu.thkmbbdmphoedh-idcm
fender. The head of the house read a portion of scripture, said
.myw.ndwhmrisir-;hornldskneu.pnlnﬁulotdu
for the day “put on the kettle™. Excepl on very rare Occasions,
{he refreshment was not prolonged, and so 1o bed. His last words
were “mind your Bible and your prayers™.

He left very little money, except the stocking of the farms. and
his Blacklunnans Estate, but his widow was a fortune in hersell,
and often exerted herself from daylight to long after dark.

The Trustees at the time of the death were all resident in “the
low country™ except the youngest brother of the deceased, who

On the next page is a press account of the welcome home from
their honeymoon given (© Mr, and Mrs. William Shaw.  They
were married at Sloch ig on 26th D ber, 1866. They went
to the Caledonian Hotel, | for their honeymoon, and on
their home-coming journey Lravelled from Pitlochry in a four-in-
hand carringe with postilion. The entertainment at Finegand
finished with a dance. Amongst the guesis was (he beautiful Miss
Small of Dirnanean, who, while dancing with one of the Fincgand
ploughmen, remarked that she never expecled o dance at Mr.
Shaw's wedding (Mr. Shaw was 56 when he marricd) to which her
pariner replied “and 1 mever expected 1o be dancing with (he
beautiful Miss Small of Dirnancan™,

In 1864 Miss Mary Shaw died. She was the eldest sister of
William Shaw and of his youngest brother Charles Duncan Shaw.
She had kept house for her bachelor brothers, but by 1865 the
brothers found that the domestic arrangements were not salisfactory
and, after careful consideration, they came (o the conclusion that
one of them had better get married, but as neither was anxious
10 undertake matrimonial responsibilities, they agreed (o setile the
matter by the toss of a coin. ¥t was common talk in the Glen at
the time that the older brother lost the toss und had 1o set about
looking for a wife. OFf course, being a Shaw, he could, notwith-
standing his age, have got a lady with a considerable landed estate,
but he felt if he had to get married, he would try for a young bride.
His choice was Miss Jean Robertson, daughter of Jumes Robertson,
who farmed Slochnacraig and The Kerrow, and who was local
haorfuﬂuhrpﬁleaﬂwe?mpenyowm:gbyﬁalondwmam
Macdonald of St. Martins, and other large propertics. The bride
was educaled at Slochnacraig School and in Edinburgh at the
Queen Street College for young ladics. She was attraclive and

pable, and was gnised 0 be the best dancer in Glenshee,
“The Glen of the Fairies". Notwithstanding the great discrepancy
in age, the bride’s futher being the same age as the bridegroom, the
marriage lurned oul (0 be an unqualified success.
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