FOREWORD

Mr John A. Reid-Macdonald in 1899 published The History
of Blairgowrie. He was afso « regular contributor to the
Blairgowrie Monthly from 1890 to 1892, and then, when the
magazine became an annual, Srom 1893 to 1899. I assume that
the author of Blairgowrie and Strathardle 1886, now printed for
the first time, was the same Mr Macdonald,

This publication is a facsimile of the hand-written manuscript
which 1 found by chance at the botrom of a box of books being
offered for sale (and which I boughtj at an auction in Perth.

There is, at the beginning of the book, u list of 73 illustrations
which were to appear at intervals in the text, but, alas, only 8 are
there. The gaps in the body of the text were, I suppose, for the
others. Whether Mr Macdonald never ¢ leted these drawings
or whether he had drawn them in a separate sketch book,
intending to copy them into the text but not finishing the task, 1
do not know. I hope, however, that even without all the intended
sketches, this little book will be a source of pleasure and interest,
especially to those readers who live in Blairgowrie or in
Strathardie.

Lorien, Kirkmichael Leslie Johnston
Perthshire 1985
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